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Love and peace are eternal
John 14.23-29

Rev Dr Jos M. Strengholt
John Lennon and his wife Yoko Ono shared a
hotelroom in Amsterdam in 1969; it was their
honeymoon.
They used it to protest the need for love and
peace. Whether that had much impact,
I doubt it, but we do what we can, don’t we?
John Lennon was shot and killed 11 years later;
before his death, he said, that
“if someone think that love and peace is a
cliche that must have been left behind in the
sixties, that’s his problem. Love and peace are
eternal.”

Now that is actually true. Love and peace are God-values, because he is the creator of
love and peace. And Jesus embodies love and peace.
Today’s Gospel reading from St John, was short but full of thoughts. His words seem
very dense. He begins with love, and ends with peace.
In just a few verses Jesus touches on his coming Ascension, on the Holy Spirit who
was about to come, and he stresses the eternal unity of himself with the Father and
the Holy Spirit.
1. Love
The words of Jesus begin with ‘if you love me.’ That is what truly counts. That is the
heart of all things.
He does not say: if you go to church, if you know the creed by heart, if you study
theology, if you vote well in the European elections…
All that is important. But the heart of our faith is the love of God for us, and our love
for him.
Love is eternal. God in his love reaches out to us. He has been doing this in eternity,
even before he created this world. From before time, you were in his mind - and he
loved making you.
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And our response to his love is that we love him. He is your Father.

Even before we were aware of the love of God, He was so close to you.

St Augustine, in the fifth century, writes some beautiful words about this in his
Confessions. He is sad that he responded to God’s love so late in his life.
"Too late have I loved you, O Beauty so ancient, O Beauty so new. Too late have I
loved you! You were within me but I was outside myself, and there I sought you! In my
weakness I ran after the beauty of the things you have made.
You were with me, and I was not with you. The things you have made kept me from you the things which would have no being unless they existed in you!
You have called, you have cried, and you have pierced my deafness. You have radiated
forth, you have shined out brightly, and you have dispelled my blindness. You have sent
forth your fragrance, and I have breathed it in, and I long for you.
I have tasted you, and I hunger and thirst for you. You have touched me, and I ardently
desire your peace.” (St. Augustine of Hippo: Confessions, X, 27, 38)

“Too late have I loved you”, St Augustine
prayed. We can never be early enough
with loving our Lord.
Love is all you need. But be careful, love
for God has a definition. Jesus is very
precise. If you love me, you keep my
words.
“You keep my words.” This has two
meanings. To keep someone’s words
means that you have them, you remember them, you safeguard them.
And that is the precondition for the second meaning of “you keep my words”. It is
not only having them, but also doing them.
You can only do them if you know them, but without doing them, knowing the words
of Jesus is just intellectual ‘Spielerei’. A useless game.
Love for Jesus, for God, is only real if it translates into doing what he wants. Just as
you cannot say to your child that you love him, and punch him on the nose at the
same time.
Our love for God must be put into action. Into the action of obedience.
Does God love us because we obey him? You might think so when you isolate these
words of Jesus. ““If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love
him…”
But the same John who penned down these words of Jesus, would later, in his first
letter, say: “We love him, because he first loved us.”
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God’s love always precedes our response to him. And if we respond by loving him, he
love us even more.
That is not a very theological way to say it, because actually, God’s love for you is
always maximum. It has the quality and the size of eternity.

But in our human terms we might say, God’s love for you overflows even more when
we respond to it by loving him in return, and by obeying his word.
2. Remember
‘Yes, Jesus, we want this! We want to keep your words, but you are leaving us. How in
the world will we remember and understand all things you have told us!’
I can imagine the fear of the disciples of Jesus. And Jesus took their fear away.
‘Do not be troubled, do not be afraid, your should have rejoiced’, Jesus tells them.
Instead of fear he gives them joy.
“The Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach
you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.”
This was a promise the disciples needed much.
They were called to go into the world and preach the Gospel - but they did not have
the four gospels in their hands, they did not have commentaries on the words of Jesus.
They had no New Testament.
They had received three years of training, they had heard Jesus speak, but they did not
understand half of it.
Jesus promised here, that when the Sprit
would come, with Pentecost, the first
leaders of the church would remember
what Jesus had told them, and that they
would understand those words.
It is impossible to create a separation
between, on the one hand, the Gospels
in the New Testament and what Jesus
did and said, and on the other hand, the
teachings of the apostles.
The Apostles wrote down the Gospels, and Jesus promised them they would
remember his words correctly and understand them correctly.
So what they wrote in their Epistles, and what they said as described in the Acts of
the Apostles, was Spirit-informed, Sprit-inspired.
Jesus loved his apostles, they loved him, and that is why the Spirit enabled them to
know the very words of Jesus, and to live by them.
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Thanks to that, we can now with confidence say that our church is build on the
foundation of Jesus and his apostles.

And this is the basis for Jesus promising his apostles peace. ‘Peace I leave with you;
my peace I give to you.”

Even though the apostles would go through awful storms in their life of mission, the
peace of Jesus, the joy of God, would never leave them.
They were bound up in a deep relationship of love with Jesus, they had his words and
lived by them, and that is why peace and joy was their share.
I think, in this part of John, Jesus really addressed his apostles very specifically. He
was not speaking to us here in a direct way. But what Jesus told his apostles, also
applies to us, in a way.
He also asks us whether we love him, and we must also show this love by sticking to
his words, and by living them. And he also promises us a tremedous inner peace and
joy, if we love him and obey him.
The same Spirit who was given to the apostles on the day of Pentecost, has also come
into our lives. And God is the same always, He always gives the peace and joy of his
presence, the peace of His Spirit, to all who love him and who obey him.
3. The Trinity
I have been a bit messy actually in my language this morning when speaking of God,
Jesus, the Spirit.
And I do not think you even noticed, because we have been raised as Christians to
believe that we can use those words, God, Jesus, Holy Spirit, all three, to designate the
one and same God.
And we cannot think about this passage in the Gospel of John without also being
struck by the deep Trinitarian content.
It is about God as a Trinity coming to us.
First, Jesus says that the words he speaks, are the words of the Father. What Jesus
says are words from God, because he comes from God.
And if we love him and abide by his word, Jesus promises that He and the Father will
come to us. He promises, ‘We will come together’.
But they will not only come together, the Father will also send the Spirit in the name
of Jesus.
So here we see how all three will come to us. Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Jesus - God the Son - and God the Father - and God the Spirit can be distinguished,
but never separated. They are always together. Closer you cannot have it.
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The Son of God had temporarily left heaven, to save the world. And on earth,
Jesus could say that his Father was bigger than He was, because Jesus had adopted
humanity into himself.

But even when on earth, the Son of God never lost his divinity. God: Father, Son and
Spirit, live together in an eternal embrace of love and peace.
In theological terms this is sometimes expressed as God’s eternal dance in His
‘community of being’.
We believe that God is one, but also that inside this oneness, there is a community of
three beings that can be distinguished, but not separated. God the Trinity in himself
enjoys an eternal love-relationship, eternal peace, eternal joy.
Conclusion
So John Lennon was right :) Love and peace are based in
eternity. In God. And let me add joy to it.
I think it is no coincidence that when Paul in his letter
to the Galatians speaks of the fruit of the Spririt, the first
three fruits he mentioned, are exactly those: The fruit of
the Spirit is love, joy, peace.
This God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, has come to you
to make his home with you. This is a very individual,
personal promise of God to you. “If anyone loves me, we
will make our home with him. Or her.” Anyone. Anyone.
We cannot have it better. This is mind blowing. God of heaven and earth. To live in
my life. And that is what happened when the Holy Spirit came. He brings God the
Father, and God the Son, into your life.
Imagine what this says about the value of you, and of your humanity. You are a house
of God. A temple where He lives.
And when God - Father, Son and Spirit enters into you, his temple, there is always
love and peace and joy, because love and peace and joy describe the life of God in
himself. And this God loves you and is at home with you.
Amen.
Let us now as an answer to God’s promise and in anticipation of the feast of
Pentecost, sing form the Taize booklet, number 5
Holy Spirit come to us
Kindle in us the fire of your love
Holy Spirit come to us
Veni Sancte Spiritus
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